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(it) rcad as l" pape1above a pr6.iilcl- enlitleti "flridging thc I)igit:rl lliririt:

ii"r:r'r ,;iriii:rl Akshal'a Proicct)" rvas launclred by Covernmettt tll'' Kcrala in ^l(X)l a{ ;t

iii.r!i-.riplltrr ainrcd tgu'ards bridging the digital divide. As pcr the said pr()icct' ii rvar

i iiiirr.;\,,"rd that cach Communitl, 'I'echnologr, (lentrc (later called Akshallr t'ctltrcr)

i,, iii ii;ir r i.a1i: lrritcnts 0i'ah|rut 600-750 houst'holds. T'hc ohiectivt rvar tlrat aI lt.:a:;1 ilt}r

l)rr\i){t irr ct,cr\, laniil-v rvill he made I'l'literate' lt rvas also dcc'ided llial cttt"l.lrtlttrritr

ir-.r:huiilill1r ct:ntres n,ill be spatiall;, distributed throughotrt dcve lopecl rr itlrirr 'l kril:'

Lirlilr:-. r',f 1i11,r household. A total of 900f1 comnlunity technologv c('r111'c1 \\cl't.'

;, 1:1.r-i1L:iJ. llrc cslinraled investtnenl in each Akshal'a ccnlre rvas Rr'5 liti'[ir' Illeli

\1.-ir:r..;l Cr:rltre rras cxpectecl tg prilvide enlploYtncnl 1O 5 pC63ns L1*l r'cttirc' \1 irri''

ii,,'1.1'rliccl \\a\ apprr;ver1 lirr tlrc rvhole stilte. it \\'as als0 dccidcd tliltl iri llre tlr''i

1,1,, *, iir,.pr.r,ictl rrill lt takcn trP irr'triaiullpurullr iitrtl lhii'tiilirt.lrilliSlttll'Lilrr (il':''i'-l'

1i,r,.r i:ie i'. il:e prgiect q,as taken up in Malappuranl I)istrir'f pnh in tlrc flrrt pltast'

slrrctipr]ct-1 pro.iect. 'I'o 1-acilitatc and encourage Aksha.-va entrcplellctlrs lo stll

!11-r 11.,,,,,,, ('t:n1res. tlre Covernrnenl lacilitaterl the raising rr['harrk l1-1;111' l"rr titt'

eill!'cpl'ellcltrs. []aserl on thc lloble ob-iectives 6l'thc prpiect' lsttl' l-'arti"' vir

!.ii:rtr llirnk ol''I'ravanc:{trc. (, ltitara iiank. Siltttli h1a!al-'ar (iratt.tcct; llatrk it:t':

\1irl:tPpttranl [)isLricl ('ttol''crativc Barrl' pr*riilc'l ir)illi: ltr liri \i'it'ti:t

i' : ) I l'r rrr:rlL't t r-\ *' !thoi:t cqlI I alera i cr'r t t r itr
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lh,,: Akshala centres were rt()l viable r,-ith thc itlc{}nie ciifltr:(i I:}' tltr

(litrclrcncurs lfunr l-l' litcrat:)' iirir'c- Meanu'hile. thc l]arrk' rlri]\ilij 1i]]' :t

r!,1:rl\!rt-\ itction agilinst a lerr enlrcnrencurs. Sitrce largc llrtlllhcr ill"'\1.'sltlrit

!-flltrc! (ovrr 6l? nosi !\,cre slarteLl in that district. SLrch lllrgc ttutrrtrei'irf

\l.rirlrit Ccntras eottld nol L'rc sustained and ahtlut hall-0{-lilcttt c}qrrcil il't*ti.

iii rirhseclrcni listricts. (itlverntnenl recognizcri this t'lillle uh\ illlil ''rt'de i'eLj li:;tt

;rii ,{l-.rhl1,a ccntrc be opencd 1lnlr lilr eierl'2{X.X! lrt-'ttseh*kl:.' Ilt'''\i'-'ll:r'-'r

!'!ttt'CllrCltCurr itr Malapptlfalll wht: tr.'erc iillahlC ttl rcpitr liir: ii''tl; l:ilil'- ":rir"l

1l (iovernttlcni. anll thc (icvcrnttent alier ci)nsiLlerillg ihc ttt:tlirr !ri '"J;l;iii'

riucitk:rl to stltlr thc revttruc proceedinus initiater-l figaillst tltt 
"\krh;rrll 

er:!ilr'1':'

llntil li.rrthi:r- Ordcrc aS pcr thc (iovernrnent ()rdCr rcatJ as l"j P.lpcr;ti:ilt'r-:'

i lri\\ cvct'" thc isstte ol- del'aultcd loan rcmaitred. 
'l'he (iovcrtttticttl hts

..,insitlerctj thc nratler and held disctrssions \\'ith all c()nccrned inclLrdini:1he

lJarrksandtlreAkshayaentrepreneurs.ltisnOtedthataspcr
t,()tNis)22l2002111'D dated 2l.l1.2002 the (lovemmeltl had a-r:rectl to $pcit

\Lsha1,a ccnlre {br every 600-750 hottsehcllcl leading 1o ttnsustainable lartc

tlunthcr of Akshal,a centres and several o1- these liad to lrc cktsed' lti trthtr

rlistricls. thc nofln was reduced to A}':sha-Va centre lbr eYer\ 2iXi(i ht'rrschoitir''

\,-it cnough (i2c arrd B2c services could be provi<lcd thrtiugh tl-i< 'ltsl'irr;t

i..r'rrires in fhe initial years, lt \\as also feh that scltling thc issitr: irr

\iriapprrranr ilistrict u'6uld also have a benellcial inrpact rtilli rcrpccl ti; ilt';

or ent I I i m p lc ttrentation ot' the' Programnle'

\\iirh thc ohjcctive to resolve the issttc ol'ottl-qtattding ll1 Atsl:arit

rltl-rFfcn(:urs of'lvlalappuram district. i1 rvas felt that (ior''erntrenl trtal p;trtlt

.tcir ilttr rcduce tlre repayment liabilaitl'. According to this proposal' sulr-ir:ct ttr

thc Ilarrks agrri:c:ing t1r g,aivc - offthe oulslilnding interest {arid pcrial ittttrertl

Irnr! 15,1,; of' thc outstanding principal (}1- Akslrala {illtrc}rrcr}Jtrr \ ir'

\{alaltptrrant district. the Ggverntllcnt may meel 50?; lll lltc 7i'ti' *t'prtn':tpltl

i i.r i7.i,l/ii gl"gLrtstittlrJing prine ipal) p'ill bc ltlct br (itlrcrtttttttil rLt[ir":r'i h'
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r lri,: lirric \clllctnetlt b1. lianks trt clear tlfl'thc loan !\'ith 759o i:1-prirrri;llrl

Ittir;airrifig .17.5% ol'the kran shall [Te nret b;- Aks]ta.vii {lltfcpfciltjiir-c

iii,..,i. clifirc shall bc paid rlnll'afier Altshaya cntreprclleurs cltirr ltisr'hcr tilil'r:'

iiii: rchernc i* onl1, availal-rle in Malappurarn districl ittltl rlie!i ttiil b':

;rr.ril:rhlc itt trlhcr tlistricls

{ ,iridfilntcr:t lritve esarnined the nraiier in rletail and itrc pli:lr:cr'i 1" l'itj''r ;r'''

ii tilot t"

llre proposaI in l)ara 5 alrolc lirr strpprrrtillg thc ()irt litt.tr: 3*lii,.:rtir-.ttl

bctwcen llauks and Akshay,a (entrcs irr ivalappurattt llist'ri'"'t riiil h':

llrLell tlp as li spccial casc. rvithoni trcing quotcd a" a 1-irer'-ctlcttl l"t

{t.

()thcr districts

h- (i0r:ernment will meet the 50'/o of the outstandirtg principal iilllotr{]l ()l-

tlre Akslra,nl]a Centres irr Malanpuram dislrict whiclr ctrtrrc |ilrl,arrj an

t)'l's rrith thc llanks. subjecl to the conditions that the lJaillss itgrcc t(]

rlritc o{l'259a of the PrinciPal

i... 'l'lre :rril0utrt required lbr pating the anroutrt as in stth Parir {l-'1 rth$trl

tl.illbemetfionltheinconre.generatcclblAkllt;trii
DircctorateiKSlTl'vi

tllr ()rdcr rrl lhc (;(r\r'l'lrtrl'I
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